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HOW CAN | CONTROL MOLD GROWTH IN MY HOME?
Fix any moisture problems in your home:
e Stop all water leaks first. Repair leaking roofs and plumbing fixtures. Move water away from concrete slabs and basement walls.

® Increase air circulation within your home, especially along the inside of exterior walls, and ventilate with fresh air from outside. Provide warm air to
all areas of the home. Move large objects away from the inside of exterior walls just a few inches, to provide good air circulation.

¢ |nstall and use exhaust fans in bathrooms, kitchens, and laundry rooms.
* Ventilate and insulate attic and crawl spaces. Cover earth floors in crawl spaces with heavy plastic.

® Clean and dry water damaged carpets, clothing, bedding, upholstered furniture within 24 to 48 hours, or consider removing and replacing
damaged furnishing.

® Vacuum and clean your home regularly.

HOW DO | CLEAN UP MOLD?

The time you are most likely to stir up spores and be exposed |s the very time you are trylng to clean up your mold groblerfy, That's when you need to

as you are free of any health symptoms or allergies. However, if the mold problem is extensive, such as be
leave clean up to a professional.

Large Areas

1. Consider having a professional clean up the area. To find a professional, check under /fi
If you decide to clean up on your own, follow the guidance below.

. Bag all moldy materials you will be discarding.
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. Scrub all affected hard surfaces:

7. Give the entire area a good cleaning. Vacuu
Small Areas

1. Protect yourself by using goggles, gloves,
should do.

\%4
Permeablea\dw\ash/amlc Such)as clothing, bedding and other washable articles. Simply run through the laundry.

Non-permeable and washable /%Aw as wood, metal, plastic, glass, and ceramics. Mix a solution of lukewarm water and laundry detergent, and
ipe down your articles.

Permeable but not washable Such as beds and furniture. If these furnishings are moldy, you should consider discarding and replacing them.
If you decide it is a keeper, take the furnishing outside. Give it a good vacuuming, and let it air out. When
finished, if you do not notice an odor it should be okay. However, watch for any mold growth or health problems.

ARE LANDLORDS REQUIRED TO INFORM TENANTS ABOUT MOLD?

Yes! In 2005, the Washington State legislature approved Engrossed Senate Bill (ESB) 5049 (See especially Section 2.12) that requires landlords to notify
their tenants about mold. For more information on these requirements, see the DOH Web page on this requirement for landlords and the timing of
notification.

WHO CAN | CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION?

Should you need additional information on mold, please contact Tim Hardin of the Washington State Department of Health ad (360) 236-3363 or
tim.hardin@doh.wa.gov.
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